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May 26, 2006
NEWS YOU NEED TO KNOW
CommuniCator Now on Summer Schedule; Next Issue June 22
The next issue of the Atlantic Cape CommuniCator will be Thursday, June 22. The deadline is noon,
Monday, June 19. Submit articles by e-mail to Kathy McGowan, e-mail mcgowan@atlantic.edu.

ACCC Commencement Ceremony Awards More Than 500 Degrees
ACCC awarded 528 associate in arts, associate in applied science and associate in science degrees at the
39th annual commencement yesterday. Brian Lefke, chairperson of ACCC’s Board of Trustees,
conferred the degrees and presented them to the graduates.

Albert L. Gutierrez, president and chief executive officer of Shore Memorial Hospital, delivered the
keynote address. The college presented an honorary associate in science degree to Capt. Curtis B. Odom,
commanding officer of the U.S. Coast Guard Training Center in Cape May.

High Honors student Jamie Bird of Linwood, who achieved a perfect 4.0 average, delivered the class
farewell.
 
Student Government President Adam Hill of Galloway told the students, “Every single one of you has
taken a huge leap to better yourself, your life, and your education by attending classes and committing
yourself to years of learning. But your education and learning in life does not end here.”

The Lindback Distinguished Teaching Excellence Award was presented to Effie Russell of Ocean City,
professor of English. The Adjunct Teaching Excellence Award was presented to Thomas Innocente of
Somers Point, senior adjunct, criminal justice.

Cristie Ricciotti of Atlantic City was elected by the student body to serve as student representative to the
college’s Board of Trustees, it was announced. She earned an Associate in Science degree in General
Studies and plans to transfer to a four-year school.

Summer flex time begins Monday, June 5
During summer flex time, support personnel normally working a 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. schedule shall begin
working 8 a.m. to 4:37 p.m. or 8:30 a.m. to 5:07 p.m., Monday through Thursday. Worthington Atlantic
City Center, room 134, is open on Fridays for CE registration during flex time from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Please consult with your supervisor regarding your precise reporting and dismissal times. Facilities
management non-office personnel and the security department do not participate in flex scheduling.
Management personnel should maintain the same weekly reduction pace as the staff. During flex time,
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support staff work 32.5 hours per week, a 2.5 hour reduction. Management personnel should maintain a
37.5 hour schedule per week during the flex period.

Leave time taken during the flex period will be charged at hours paid, not hours worked. A vacation week
during flex time is charged at 35 or 40 hours not 32.5 or 37.5, respectively. One leave day during flex is
charged at 8.75 hours for staff and 10 hours for management.

The final flex day is Friday, Aug. 18. “Summer hours” begin Monday, Aug. 21. Support staff who
normally work 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. shall report for duty from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. during summer hours.
Regular hours resume Tuesday, September 5.

All Invited to ACCC Employees Days at CMCC
The college community is invited to spend an informal day of fun at our new Cape May County Campus.
The CMCC team is hosting two “Employee Days,” Wednesday, June 7, and Thursday, June 15.

A series of interesting activities is planned with plenty of food and prizes and lots of laughs.

Round-trip transportation from Mays Landing Campus and Worthington Atlantic City Center will be
provided. Vans will leave at 9 a.m. and return by 3:30 p.m.

Dress is casual. Those who want to attend are asked to clear it with their supervisors and e-mail
rossi@atlantic.edu.

‘Syndicating the Learning Process: Pods, Blogs, Wikis, and Writely’ Web Conference
All are invited to attend a Web Conference titled, Syndicating the Learning Process: Pods, Blogs, Wikis,
and Writely, 1-3 p.m., Wednesday, June 21, room J-202. No registration is required.

By disseminating learning materials through technologies such as Blogs, Podcasts, Wikis, and Writely,
institutions deliver learning materials directly to students’ desktops, laptops, and even iPods. This web
conference will demonstrate these new technologies. You’ll see examples of how to facilitate online
collaboration, and how other learning institutions are using them to enhance their classes. Instruction
sheets on how to use each of these technologies and links to free resources to help you get started will be
shared as part of the session. You will leave with the essential tools and techniques to immediately begin
implementing these emerging tools at your institution.

Faculty and staff interested in starting to use collaborative technologies in support of teaching efforts will
receive the introduction they need to get started. This will not be an advanced discussion of any of these
technologies, but will supply attendees with enough information and resources to immediately implement
the basics of each technology as part of the learning process.

Visit https://www.academicimpressions.com/web_conferences/0606-syndicating-learning.php to learn
more.

Facilities Working to Control Utility Costs with Long-Term Gas Contract
Facilities Management is working hard to control utility costs at ACCC’s campuses. Mark Streckenbein,
director facilities planning and management, explains, “Facilities Management began actively purchasing
natural gas on the open market in January 1994 following the unbundling of gas tariffs.” The college later
joined the Atlantic/Cape May Energy Cooperative when it was formed in 1996. The purpose of the Co-op
is to bid and award long term contracts, at fixed utility rates, using the appeal of a bulk aggregate of users.

The last natural gas contract was awarded April 20, 2004, which fixed prices at $7.263 per dekatherm for
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From left, Alfred Daniel and Jack
Thomas Nicastro

a period of two years. The fixed rates have helped to insulate the college from sharp rate increases this
past winter. The college saved in excess of $55,000 in natural gas costs since July 2005. Our aggregate
natural gas savings since joining the Co-op in 1996 is in excess of $250,000. We have also purchased
electric through the Co-op when the market was desirable.

Using Excess Hours for Planned Summer Vacation? Slips due June 8
Planned summer vacation is designed for 12-month employees who, because of work responsibilities,
may have difficulty using excess vacation hours before June 30. If your vacation accrual is above the
allowed balance, you must submit a leave request form to the human resources office by Thursday,
June 8.  Please write “PSV” on the right side of the leave request form. Maximum hours permitted by
June 30: 35 hour support staff, 182 hours (26 days); 40 hour support staff, 208 hours (26 days);
ACCCOSAP, 264 hours (33 days); Deans/Executive Directors, 320 hours (40 days); and
Counselors/Librarians240 hours (30 days).

If you do not use excess time, it will automatically be deducted and lost. Your balance is available on
your check stub.

HERE’S THE SCOOP
Congratulations to Carol Nicastro Kuehnert, continuing education,
who became a grandmom on May 1, with the birth of twin grandsons,
born to Carol’s younger son, Daniel, and his wife. Babies are doing
fine. Her oldest son, T.J., and his wife, are expecting their first child, a
boy, this summer.

Three fund-raisers are still running for ACCC athletics. See Tom
Borucki, ext. 5043, or e-mail tborucki@atlantic.edu for more
information:

--The Baseball Club offers discount cards for $10, providing deals at
14 area businesses including Manhattan Bagel, Cold Stone Creamery, Wendy’s, Burger King, Atlantic
City Bar & Grill, Arby’s, Domino’s, Subway, Chick-fil-A, Quizno’s, Taco Bell, Rita’s, Hooters and
others. Cards are good through May 2007.

--ACCC’s Women’s Basketball Club is selling candles to help offset the cost of uniforms and other
expenses. The candles, from Our Own Candle Company in Cherry Hill, are 16 oz. Mason jar candles.
Cost is $10 each.

--Tuesday, May 30, is the last day you can enjoy lunch or dinner at Applebee’s in Mays Landing and help
the ACCC Baseball Club in raising funds. From 2-10 p.m., ACCC staff and friends can go into
Applebee’s with a coupon from Coach Tom Borucki, have lunch, dinner and/or drinks and ACCC’s
Baseball Club receives 10% of the total bill. Present the coupon to your server before ordering and you
are set to go.

ACCC welcomes Patricia Kelleher as the new assistant in student development and Abdul Staten, EOF
counselor.

Tom Roesch, mailman, is happy to announce donations from ACCCers for the MS Society walk fund-
raiser are now up to $235. He thanks everyone for their contributions.
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Happy birthday to: James Taggart, May 26; Brittany Williams, Linda McLeod, May 29; Connie
Walton, June 1; Thomas Hughes, Stacey Clapp, June 2; Domenick DiPietro, Gloria
Quintero-Garcias, June 5; Cathie Skinner, June 6; Wendy Waisala, June 7; Philip DeCicco, William
Smith, June 9; Svetlana Marzelli, June 12; Donna Vassallo, June 15; Michael McHale, June 16; Moe
Nagrod, June 17; Tak-Shun Chung, June 18. Adjunct birthdays: Janice Nee, June 2; Eliot Friedland,
June 3; Brandi Scollins-Mantha, June 6; Lydia Fecteau, June 14; James Ney, June 15;  Robin Kearns,
June 18.

NEWS FROM ACCC’S OTHER LOCATIONS
Greetings from Charles D. Worthington Atlantic City Center
by Daymis Alicea
Our annual WACC staff and faculty picnic is scheduled for Wednesday, June 14. The theme this year is
Office Olympics and it is gearing up to be a spectacular time. WACCy folks are asked to keep an eye on
their e-mail for additional details on food sign-ups and how to help. Call Daymis Alicea or Josie
Chivalette for more information.

Josie Chivalette and family are hosting a benefit for her daughter, Tania Chivalette DiMatteo, who is
battling breast cancer. The “Benefit for Tania” will be held at the Moose Hall, Wellington Avenue,
Atlantic City, the city that is “Always Turned On.” A $20 donation will get you a great night of fun.
There will be food, drinks, door prizes, a silent auction and, best of all, you’ll be participating in
something worthwhile…it’s all about good Karma. Call Josie if you would like to support the cause or see
Jo-Ann Volpe, advancement, for tickets.

Last weekend’s Heart Walk was excellent. It all started out with dreary rain clouds that cleared up to a
bright sunny day. The participants were in great spirits. Those healthy enough to pound the pavement
included Susan Lee and her daughter, Stephanie, Mike Kammer, Jean McAlister and son, Matt, Angela
Wang, Hubert Banas, Janet Brenner and Jeff Wenzel, among others.

Talking of ‘forgetaboutit.’ Phil DeCicco asked his heart care doctor if he could walk in Saturday’s Heart
Walk…and the doctor said, “Well, if you want to be the first heart patient out, then sure, go for it.”
Needless to say, Phil stayed home and he is feeling much better – we expect him back in about two
weeks…unless he goes for a long walk.

Get well wishes also go out to our Leon Weisfield, who will be out resting and recuperating at home for
an extended period. We miss you, get well soon!

Well, that’s all my good friends and colleagues. Enjoy your summer and make great use of those
upcoming Fridays off! Yippppeeee!

‘Til next time  . . . keep those submissions coming.

Greetings from the Cape May County Campus
by Lisa Apel-Gendron
It’s summertime and the livin’ is easy. Well, not exactly if you travel the Parkway to CMCC! Many of our
employees have been caught in extended traffic delays during pre-Memorial Day paving projects on the
Parkway. Matt Bailey, Al Jayne and Karen Morelli have been especially hard hit by traffic backups.
But troopers that they are, they leave home way early to arrive at CMCC on time.

Our first summer session includes perennial favorites like Public Speaking, Composition I, Introduction to
Literature, Western World I and Concepts of Physical Fitness. On the continuing education side, our
medical office specialist career training program, taught by Valerie Troupe, continues through July 11.
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Many more offerings, credit and non-credit, begin in June and July. Seats are still available in the dozens
of Kids College offerings at CMCC; those programs begin July 17.

The Information Commons is operating under its summer hours now:  9 a.m.-8 p.m., Monday-Thursday.
Tutoring is available by request.

The testing office is also operating under its summer hours: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday with first
appointments at 9 a.m. and last appointments at 4 p.m., and Tuesdays with first appointments at
10:30 a.m. and last appointments at 6 p.m. Additional evening appointments can be arranged in advance
by calling Karen Morelli, ext. 3775.

Ping pong, anyone? CMCC students can now play a game of ping pong between classes. Current students
with a valid ID may check out paddles and balls from anyone in student services on the first floor.

Our own Thom Partin, receiving, graduated yesterday with a degree in literature. In his first career,
Thom was a chef. His second career, ACCC employee and student, seems to agree with him 100%.
Congratulations, Thom! We’re all very proud of you.

Roy Burnham and Tim Cliggett, facilities, are busy installing sinks in the two art/multi-purpose rooms
at CMCC. Are they having fun yet? We’ll let you know after they complete the installation.

Marion Pool, CMCC administration, just returned from two agreeable weeks of camping and kayaking in
sunny Florida.

Regina Van Epps, English, recently spent two days cleaning and reorganizing her office, and wow! The
place is the definition of efficiency. It looks great, Regina!

Dr. George Dailey, history, just moved into his CMCC office permanently. If you’re trying to reach
George, his new extension is 3590. He no longer has a main campus office; his new office is CMCC,
Room 329.

Tim Cliggett, facilities, recently planted several flats of marigolds around the entrance to the building.
Originally from Philadelphia, Tim is just now coming to appreciate the healthy crop of gnats we enjoy
every spring in southern NJ. The flowers look great by the way!

The continuing education team offers career information sessions the first and third Thursdays of each
month at CMCC, Room 103, from 1-3 p.m. This is a great opportunity to learn about the expanding array
of CE courses and career programs.

The CMCC café is closed for the summer. If you have catering needs at CMCC, please contact Martha
Lemcke of All Seasons on main campus, ext. 5239, or e-mail café@atlantic.edu.

Enjoy your Memorial Day weekend!

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Keith Forrest, assistant professor, communication, will speak at the 4th Annual Beach Writers
Conference on Wednesday, June 7, at the Montego Hotel and Conference Center in Wildwood. He will
talk on When Do Fiction and Non-Fiction Collide?

One hundred and seventy-three students were awarded 108 scholarships totaling $210,000 at ACCC’s
39th Annual Scholarship and Awards Ceremony on May 15.
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Four ACA students won the opportunity to give guest-chef demonstrations at the N.J. Fresh Seafood
Festival, June 10-11 as part of a cook-off in the ACA. Wei Wen won a $1,000 scholarship and runners-up
Tim Longstreth, Barry Mostyn and Robert Quirk each won $500 scholarships.

Sondra J. Dublinsky, senior adjunct instructor, (sociology/psychology/addiction) will present at the
Stockton College Summer 2006 Clinician’s Classroom Series on Addiction and Family Dynamics, from
8:30 a.m.-noon, June 22, at the Carnegie Library Center in Atlantic City. Sondra is executive director of
the Atlantic Cape Family Support Organization. She has more than 15 years of experience working in a
variety of settings with children and families in the field of education, addiction and mental health. For
more information, or to register for this training, contact Carol Taylor at (609) 652-4227 or visit
www.stocktonpdce.net/hshscalendar.htm.

Adjunct Carol Plum-Ucci spoke at the Atlantic County Library/Galloway Township on May 22. The
advisor to the Atlantic Cape Review, Plum-Ucci is a South Jersey native and the author of three award-
winning teen novels: The Body of Christopher Creed, What Happened to Lani Garver, and The She. Her
fourth novel, My Sister Went Missing, will be released this fall.

Bill Keener, security chief, went with a church group to Gautier, Miss., to help in the Katrina rebuilding
effort. They installed a new bathroom in a schoolteacher’s house and rebuilt her 13-year-old son’s
bedroom which were destroyed by flood waters. Bill said he was glad to come back to work to get some
rest! He’s not used to that heavy physical work. Bill’s not one to brag. We learned about his volunteer
work by seeing a photo of the group in the Current newspaper. Great job, Bill!

ACCC IN THE NEWS
An article on college students taking internships or jobs for career-related experience rather than spending
their summers at the beach in traditional summer jobs, mentioned ACCC.

A story on the ACCC Foundation voting to allocate $10,000 from its Championship Golf Tournament on
Oct. 13 to help offset the increased cost of the nursing program for those students appeared on the front
page of the Cape May County Herald.

The Press of Atlantic City ran a feature story on May 12 titled “ACCC prof teaches government by the
people, not by the book.” The story told how Helen McCaffrey, history adjunct, and her introductory
government class marched into Assemblyman Jeff Van Drew’s office to petition against a state bill to
allow cheaper college tuition for illegal immigrants. “She’s always telling us the government works for
us; we don’t work for them,” said student Trista Taylor of McCaffrey. “She’s not very by-the-book, but
she keeps everything interesting.”

A story on the ACA graduation appeared in The Press of Atlantic City on May 16.

The Americanization of Fernanda Bruno, who grew up in Brazil believing Americans were rude, dirty
and addicted to McDonald’s, is virtually complete. The 23-year old au pair, employed by an Egg Harbor
Township couple to care for their two children, is taking English classes at ACCC. When not tending to
her employer’s two kids or at the college, Fernanda likes to hang with friends at a couple of casino clubs.
In the U.S. since October, she now says, “I love it here.”  Fernanda’s story was told in an article in The
Press of Atlantic City accompanied by color photos in late April.

The Courier-Post of Cherry Hill printed a Q & A with ACCC adjunct Therese Halscheid, who recently
published her third volume of poetry (“Uncommon Geography,” Carpenter Gothic Publishers, paperback,
$15). Her poems were inspired by house sitting.
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At left, the new landscaping
at Mays Landing East

The Jewish Times published a photo of Dr. Pete Mora, Bobby Royal Sr., and Dr. Arthur Wexler with
four Holocaust survivors taken at ACCC’s Holocaust Awareness Day.

The Cape May County Herald newspapers published a photo of ACCC senior nursing students visiting
the CMC Special Services School District as part of the program’s pediatric rotation. Pictured were
students Stacie Kendig, Marie Germar, Corazon Pasicarlos, Charles Lukens with Geralyn
Michelfelder, assistant professor of nursing.

The Cape May County Herald newspapers printed ACCC’s invitation to children 3-5 to participate in a
hands-on arts workshop at the Noyes Museum while their parents attended a simultaneous workshop led
by Cheryl Knowles-Harrigan, art department chair.

Rita Michaelenko, assistant professor of arts and humanities, was mentioned in an article in the Millville
Daily among the exhibitors whose works were displayed at a weeklong celebration of the potter’s art.

The Egg Harbor News reported on ACA students participating in the recent New Jersey Fresh Seafood
Festival in an article that provided sumptuous prize-winning recipes. Named in the piece were top winner
Wei Wen; runners-up Tim Longstreth, Barry Mostyn, Robert Quirk; finalists Jessica Brophy, Ian
Potter, Marco Piro, Edward Soehngen, Alvina Sandufu and Joseph Nicoletta.

CONTINUING EDUCATION NEWS
by Sherwood Taylor
Career Training Information Sessions: Continuing education will hold information sessions to provide
valuable information on our career training programs. Each session will include information on the
benefits of ACCC training, admissions requirements, office and technology programs, the Health
Professions Institute, Casino Career Institute, Academy of Culinary Arts, out of school youth programs,
paying for your training program, and next steps. The sessions will be held at the Mays Landing Campus,
every Thursday at 1 p.m., Mays Landing East, Building T, Room 103 and the Cape May County Campus,
the first and third Thursdays at 1 p.m., Room 103. Please encourage anyone interested in our programs to
attend a session.

The staff of Mays
Landing East would like
to thank Rob Townsend
and the crew from
facilities for the beautiful
landscaping recently
completed there.

Sherwood Taylor and Tommy Giardina represented CCI at the10th Annual East Coast Gaming
Congress held in Atlantic City at the House of Blues, May 22-23. The East Coast Gaming Congress has
evolved from a conference that solely focused on Atlantic City to one that encompasses the entire Mid-
Atlantic region. CCI is once again a proud sponsor of this event.

Ghyll Theurer and Jeff Wenzel attended the annual Association of New Jersey Community College
Continuing Education Administrators on May 19 at Mercer County Community College. The conference
theme was “Smart Strategies for Success.” I was given the honor of closing the conference with a
presentation on “Using Integrated Marketing Strategies to Market Continuing Education Programs.”
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ACHLA Awards Approximately $20,000 in Scholarships
The Atlantic City Hotel and Lodging Association (ACHLA) awarded approximately $20,000 at its
Annual Scholarship Awards luncheon to local students pursuing studies in the hospitality field. Seven
ACCC students were among the 18 recipients, which also included students from Atlantic County
Institute of Technology, Cape May County Technical High School, Richard Stockton College and Rutgers
University.

Among the awards were those made in memory of deceased Atlantic City hospitality executives including
Arthur Goldberg, former President of Bally’s Park Place, and Stephen Hyde, Jonathan Benanav and Mark
Etess of the Trump properties, all of whom died in an aviation accident. Awards were also made in
recognition of or endowed by Steven Whiteside, former president of the group; Howard Persina, retired
general manager of the Atlantic City Convention Hall; and Jason Kaye of the Flagship All-Suites Resort.

Seven students from ACCC received a scholarship, including: Ayanna Davis, Corazon Forde, Lis
Collado, Jeanine DiNardo, Wei Wen, Genie Brown and Negola Gayle.

Shore Advice
By Sara Ryan, R.N., M.S.N.
SHADE STRUCTURES
There are as many designs as there are names for structures that provide shade and coolness during the
spring and summer months. These structures are not only functional they are necessary. During the warm
weather we need to find shade to protect us from the heat which can lead to dehydration. We get so
caught up with having fun outdoors that sometimes we forget that we need to COOL DOWN.

Surfing the Internet will give you 1,093,770 choices on sun and shade structures from umbrellas to
canopies to gazebos to sun porches. The wonderful structure known as the sun porch can be used year
round as a family gathering place or just a spot to read a book.

HAVE FUN this spring and summer. Remember to limit your time in the sun. SEEK breaks from the heat
and find SHADE!!!!

Tips on Preventing Lyme Disease
Lyme disease is an infection caused by bacteria. You can get Lyme disease if you are bitten by an infected
tick. Some signs and symptoms of Lyme disease are: Muscle or join pain, feeling tired, headaches, chills
and fever.

Talk to your health care professional about receiving the Lyme vaccine to protect yourself against the
illness. The vaccine is given in three doses. It can be given to people between the ages of 15 and 70. It is
contraindicated in people that have arthritis caused by a previous case of Lyme disease. It is also not
recommended for people who have had a reaction to a previous Lyme vaccine or anyone who has had an
immune system problem. People in high risk areas where Lyme disease is prevalent should have the
vaccine as well as people who work or spend leisure time in wooded, brushy or overgrown areas.

For added protection against tick bites wear long sleeved clothing and long pants, and wear socks. Also
check yourself and your clothing each day. If you have any questions, please contact Sara Ryan,
ext. 5112, or e-mail ryan@atlantic.edu.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The calendar is updated regularly at http://www.atlantic.edu/calendars/index.php.

--Kathy McGowan, editor


