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Meed Barnett: “Time and Seasons”

~ Paintings & Drawings ~

· Fourth-generation artist and craftsperson who has painted and sculpted for over fifty years.

· Born in Greenwich Village, New York City, and grew up in 1950's Woodstock, New York, surrounded by the art and influence of many fine painters who were working in Woodstock in those years.

· First instruction from grandfather, advertising artist Rudolf Wetterau, who worked out of New York City.

· Drew and painted constantly during school years.

· Won summer scholarship to the Woodstock branch of the Art Student's League of New York City at age 15.

· Won all available high school graduation awards for art.

· Studied art at SUNY New Paltz, and later at University of Hawaii.

· Studied with Francis McCarthy at Fleischer Art Memorial in Philadelphia, PA.

· Illustrated teaching materials for the State of Hawaii Public School System.

· Papier mache puppet thearer workshop with students at Atlantic County New School in 1990 culminating in a feature-length performance.

· First prize at the Smithville Art Show in 1982.

· Two one-person shows of watercolors at 4th. Street Café, Ocean City, 2003, and 2004.

· Self-financed Bachelor of Arts (SUNY at Buffalo), and MA (University of Hawaii).

· Paintings and jewelry in collections in several states.

· Currently associated with the Ocean City Fine Arts League, Fellowship of Quakers in the Arts, and Riverfront Renaissance Center for the Arts in Millville.

· Work sold at Atlantic City Arts Center.

· Art teacher for all grades at St. Nicholas School in Egg Harbor, NJ.

· Fall, 2004:  Honorable Mention in 4-State juried show at Ocean City Arts Center.

· First Place:  Galloway Township Cultural Arts Center Summer Show, 2006.

Artist's statement:   As an artist, I am reclusive.  I work in many media, drawing from a wide variety of life experiences and memories. These include the end of family life at age 4, a year in an Episcopal convent, five years with a Dutch family, two with a French family, and several other arrangements—all in or near Woodstock, NY.  I learned to hold a paintbrush before I could hold a fork.  My grandfather, advertising artist Rudolph Wetterau was my first teacher.  At age eighteen, I set out on my own, making an early decision not to link my main source of income to my art, in order that the pressure to make a work fit a given situation not trump the need to experiment freely. To pay for two college degrees and studio time, I was at times:  a camp counselor, a welder, an English tutor, a full time teacher, a retail administrator, a dishwasher, a portrait studio photofinisher, a dental assistant, a refugee resettlement worker, a singer, an art teacher, and of course an artist and illustrator.  But mainly, I have made, and will always continue a life of producing, exploring and expanding my art.   I avoid having a schtik, or being labeled this or that school.  If I like a subject, a medium, a found object, in spontaneous combination it or they will find a way into my work.  My studio is a glorious expanding shambles of objects and supplies awaiting use. 

